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Tribute, oot

Barnes enjoved attending the conventions of both the AGD and the Organ Historical
Society, and once reported that because of the congeniality of the OHS members,
he much preferved the OHS conventions over those of the ARD.

As much as he may have enioyed socializing with OHS members and others who
apprectate mechanical action, he did not share their enthusitasm for racker
organs. In some respects, William Barnes believed that a renewed emphasis on
mechanical action was misdirected in its rejection of the "improvemenis” afforded
by electric action, In My Adventures with American Organs and Their Byilders,
Barnes stated:

"1 am afraid that | do not share the younger generation of organists’
enthusiasm for the tracker organ, They may be a novelty to them,
hut they certainly are not to me.”

He continued 10 say,

"1 know too well their shortcomings as well as their werits., [ am
satisfied that the shortcomings far outwelich thelr merits.”

Not adverse to the electronic substitute, Dr. Barnes served as a ﬁaa&‘ advisor
to the original Saville Organ Company. It s now difficult to assess the effect
of his work with that company, as the original companv is no ?&h&%f in existence,

In keeping with a similar action of the national OHS oreanization, the Chicano-

Midwest Chapter conferred honorarvy membership upon William Harrison Barnes as

one of its first official sctions

Society and especially
ealize the imporiance

appreciation of the

He is sorely missed, not only by the Organ Historica!l
by the Chicapo-Midwest Chapter, but by all who came 1o
of his innumerable contributions to our understanding
pipe organ.

;L'%
and

{paitor's note: A limited number of copies of Dr. Barnes’ book, My Recollections
of Church Musicians is available and will be offered for sale during the UHS
convention in Maine at the Chicago-Midwest chapter exhibit, This 88-page paper-
bound book may also be ordered by mail., Send orders to Thomas A, Burrows,
Treasurer, 1621-8B Salisbury Cf., Wheaton, IL 60187 with checks made payablie to
Chicago-Midwest Chapter, OHS. Price: $3.00 per copy. Add 31.00 per book for
postage and handling on mail orders.)

ES e r s o sttt

Fnclosed with this issue are two ftems sure to be of interest: the first is a
reproduction of a sales brochure of the firm of Marshall & Odenbrett of Ripon,
Wisconsin dating from civca 1867, which will also be available at the OHS con-
vention at 10¢ each; the second s an up-to-date extant 1ist of all historic

and contemporary tracker organs in I1linois, which we hope to revise and repub-
Yish annually and which will be supplemented by other states’ 1ists when readied.
Its price for extras is 50¢; mail orders must include stamped, self-addressed
envelopes,

WHEN WILL WE HAVE THE OPPORTLNITY TO SEE AND HEAR LOIS REGESTEINY
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